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GEOSAGIVODKA

Fehols

BenefitAuction

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
SILENT ART AUCTION FOR DAMIEN ECHOLS DEATH ROW APPEAL
Date: October 25, 2009 6-9PM

Place: Maccarone
630 Greenwich Street
New York, NY 10014
www.maccarone.net
PH: 917-753-6187

On October 25th an exclusive silent auction of artwork will be held with work from
30+ prominent artists from the NYC contemporary art scene. The goal of this
benefit is to raise much-needed legal funds for the final push to free Damien Echols.

Echols is an artist and writer who, at 18 years old, was wrongly convicted of murder
in 1994 in West Memphis, Arkansas and sentenced to death. Both the trial and inves-
tigation were characterized by egregious misconduct on the part of the authorities.
Echols was a goth-metal kid in a conservative small town who was targeted for being
different. Now at 34, he is an accomplished writer and artist still sitting on death row
for a crime he did not commit. The 1996 HBO documentary Paradise Lost, calls this
miscarriage of justice a “new Salem witch trial.”

We—a cross section of artists, museum curators, gallery directors, musicians, and
actors—believe in the innocence of Damien Echols. We have put this benefit together
as a group of individuals with a common purpose. Unlike other fundraisers that raise
money for blanket causes, or institutions, this benefit seeks to save the life of one
person, a fellow artist. After 16 years of appeals in lower courts and 16
years on death row, this November the Arkansas State Supreme Court will finally hear
Damien’s case for a possible retrial.

Crucial new evidence of his innocence has been uncovered, including crime scene
DNA that absolves Damien and points to others. Some of the country’s leading
pathologists have found that much of the forensic evidence presented to the jury,
which helped convict Damien, was false and not consistent with the cause of death
or wounds found on the bodies. And recently, a sworn affidavit was presented to
the court from a prominent former Arkansas prosecutor stating serious misconduct
during the original trial by the jury foreman.

DAMIEN ECHOLS IS INNOCENT WE NEED YOUR HELP

www.freewestmemphis3.org
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FUueluR5d3k&feature=related



